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W95-1191.  Bogard, Frances Belle (1908-2003). 
 Papers, 1930-2003.  0.25 linear ft.  PARTIALLY RESTRICTED 
 
Abstract 
 
 Missionary to Japan (1936-1943, 1949-1974).  Includes biographical 
information, correspondence, including letters to her from her grandfather 
and letters to her family written from Japan.  Also includes college 
transcripts (RESTRICTED), copies of college diplomas, letters published 
and circulated by the RCA from 1966-1973, a travel diary, photograph, and 
her manuscript, “The Kingdom of God in Japan.” 
 
Accession No.: W95-1191 
Provenance:  Frances Belle Bogard 
Donor:   Frances Belle Bogard 
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Biography 
 
 Frances Belle Bogard was born in Pella, Iowa, on March 2, 1908, part of a family that 
included two brothers and a sister.  During her days at Central Academy in Pella, she was 
interested in the girls’ glee club, women’s athletics, drama, YWCA, and the National Honorary 
Forensic Society.  She won prizes for her oratorical skill, including the Scholte Oratorical Medal 
for Women.  After graduation from Central College in 1930, she taught English, Latin, and 
speech on the high school level.  She became a high school principal two years later, a position 
she held for four years.   
 Then she learned of the desperate need for teachers in the mission fields, particularly in 
Japan, and applied to the Board of World Mission, the Reformed Church in America, for such a 
position.  Six weeks later she received a telegram of acceptance, and soon left Pella by train for 
Vancouver, B.C.  From that port she traveled by boat to Yokohama, Japan.  The trip took twenty-
two days.   
 Her first year in Japan was spent in language study and part-time teaching at Sturges 
Seminary (Baiko Jo Gakuin) at Shimonoseki.  Later she taught at Ferris Seminary in Yokohama. 
She apparently left Japan in the spring of 1941 on sabbatical to obtain a master’s degree, which 
she did at the University of Iowa in 1942.  Her leave was extended to 1943 (apparently because 
of World War II) at which time she was sent to language classes again for preparation for 
teaching at the Girls’ School in Baghdad, Iraq.  She taught there from 1944-1947, and then 
returned to Japan in 1948, as a teacher in the Women’s Christian College in Tokyo.   
 In 1953-1954 she earned a second master’s degree at the University of Michigan, and 
then began teaching at Kobe College, under the auspices of the American Board of 
Commissioners for Foreign Missions (Congregational).  Her retirement began in 1974, after the 
Japanese government honored her for twenty-five years of teaching.  She has always enjoyed 
seeing new places and people, so continued to travel, eventually settling in Claremont, 
California. 
 Frances Bogard passed away in California on January 19, 2003, at the age of 95. 
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Scope and Content 
 
 Collection includes biographical information, correspondence, including letters to her 
from her grandfather and letters to her family written from Japan.  Also includes college 
transcripts (RESTRICTED), copies of college diplomas, letters published and circulated by the 
RCA from 1966-1973, a travel diary, photograph, and her manuscript, “The Kingdom of God in 
Japan.”  Collection is organized alphabetically by topic. 
 
Container List 
 
 Biographical, 1959, 2003 
 College Diplomas, 1930-1954 
College Transcripts, 1926, 1954 (RESTRICTED) 
 Correspondence, 1930-1981 (2 folders) 
 Manuscript, “The Kingdom of God in Japan,” 1943 
 Missionary Letters, 1966-1973 
 Photograph, n. d. (1 image) 
 Travel Diary, 1936-1937 
 
Oversize 
 
  Certificate from the president of Japan (WTS Non-Photographic Media) 
